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W.P.A~~POLITICAL PAWN

T this munient almost 2 mithon workingmen and thear
fuptilies are {aced anee agan with the geim grey
specter of starvation.  Living now on a subsistence level
that has aged their wives and driven the bloom of vouth
{rows the cheeks of their children they are threatened with
loss of the tast thin bulwirk between them and acute bun-
ger . ., the WAL s on the spot.

White the twe main trends in American pohifical life
lattle each ather. emb the W.P.A. worker, caught in
Between, suffers any damages.  Under the Woodram
Bl now passed oo the Mouse of Represeniatives those
workers whe will sl be left on the WP AL rolls after
the axe {alls wilt be furced 1o fower their Bving standards
andd work mwiv sie hotrs thust the present WP AL
allows: in wlilinon they will be deprived of the right
16 register thelr dissapproval of Adpenistration actions
f any wav that might possiblv have some effect. Roosevelt
and the anti-New Dealers. bath with their eves o the
194 clection, are shnply using the W.FE.A a5 a pawn,
teving by Cecanomy” to placate 1he Leonomic Rovalists
and at the same tane provide the minmmum of bread and
cirepses 1o keep the peuple In check,

In this siuation the worker must keep Nis eves apen
m arder nes w0 be nuisled fnto the channels of either polite-
el current sl must msist on o comprosise where his
ecomnemic merests are concerned. He cannot even Yreme-
poranh’ oaccept lower wages. increased hwours or the
loss of the weapans by which he mainains better warking
conditions,

The fighting spari whach e unemploved workers dis-
phved al the beginning of the Hoosevelr Admmisteation
piust ow lwe revived and amplified, Ar that time the
denmmstrations af the unemplaved and the strikes of the
tracde wnions foought some petion fren the powers that
feo The patural sitlitant justinet of the workers was
peratted 1o enter economic chapnels by the leadership
afl the orgmnizatons of the unemplaved, Thut this feades-
ship is now i the hads of & cligue that has been sold

{at a cheap price’ o the palitical prograny of the New
Deal, Liven at the present eritical juncture the leadership
of the Waorker's Alllance absoletely refuses to take any
direct action 1o save the W.FPAL, although the evidences
of militant sentiments among  tromendous number of
WA worliers evervwhere slare the suping David
Tassers and Herbert Benjaming in the face. Tt iz ime
prabable that even “outlaw™ strikes, sit-ing, or hunger
marches could meve this Stalinist controlled  political
macline (o any resl action, Dut already there are vague
stivrings amonyg the memnbership of the Workers Alllance
that glve some hope of action witheut the leaders, I
more WA workers would ges together and, let us say,
vefuse to be investigated {or piuper stats o o be finger-
printed; i a2 movement could be staried by WOPLAL
workers o force their trade unions to demand Cand strike
for this 1f necessarv ] that thelr unemploved be given full
tinse work at anion wages either by the goverament or
17 there was 4 sevious demand oo

by private employvers:
the part of organized labor (hath emploved and unem-
plovedy to give all War funds to the unemploved s or
o ... and we eondd mention several dozen tvpes of action
that the wnemploved could embark on then thev
conld not $0 easily be made pawns moa pulitical dog-fAght,
fhen they might regain some of he seli-respect and
aggressiveness whiclh ten vears of being knocked alwat on
relief have rolbed thom of.

Such tacties can give the uremploved workey o fighting
tocl t prevent the immnediate starvation tow threatening
hiv.  He can, therebyv, dlso release hanself fronn the
stranglehold of the political machine which runs his own
arganizaiions.  Gradpally he can learn to buikl a4 new
type of vaion, that will offer him o hetter mcerntive &
organtze amd fight for industrial preduction {or wse-—of
the workers—and nat for the profit of e fow,

SOCIALISM MUST BE FREE

The autheritarian Socabsis Bave for move than o half
cenlury preached the theory of the avtomaue amd e
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evoizabie development of Capitalmo o Soclien, Whig

were the essentiel pre-conditioms of such a doeved
aecanling to the apostles of Mars? Thev weres o8

The
Crisstzication and develoganent of industey e the highest
degree. (23 This development will erenie o new ol
the prolemriat, whose Tate under capitabism will inevitahly
fend e the growth of o buge movement for lberation,
£3 That all the cletrents of 3 socalisy sociad svatent will

iy o

be developed by capilalism, 1 e, mnss-producton., g
vree of lechnien] elficiency, a skifled and trioned prodetar
at capiibie of renning incustry, otes {5 A Terge and weld
disciptined  pelitical party, capable of takmg over andd
revaiping the capiiahist state, el 13 a0 lalosr nunve-
mmenit congrolied and batluenced by the political parte, Given
these preveguisites, a social upheaval woukd {oliow. The
rew vegime weould pass through a series of trmsitionad
stages wisder the guidance and cotrol of the Sacmlis
Suale, untl such e s the Soare selt would lkewise
automaticaihy wither away, leavimg al kst, 4 elassless and
statefess sociely, While the amthoritanan sociadists ridie
cided e obgections of thelr epponents 1o s thesis by
calling them hopeless visionaries, utopians, and bunglers,
they did not Tadl 1o refterate ad nowscany that they were
scientific, thal they understood the Basie ltws of socialinn
ard therefore were the ondv omes Al o lead the erring
weorkers alony the straight and narrow read 1o new social
horizons,

Blevelopments of the past quarter of a century have res
vealed 1o startled and defeated proletartat that the theory
of amtematie devolopment 18 atopian, vistonary and dan-
perons, 1014 found the capitalist pations Tike England.
Germany and France rotlen ripe {or socialism. They were
Thev boasted strong and
and  vet

highiv developed industriadly.
well organized and disciplined nbor unions-

the world war which resulted from the bankruptey of
Capitalism likewise revealed the bankraptey of the labor
moversent, The predictions of the sciemtilie socialists lailed
1o nterialize. Fhe colossal catastrophe of a demoraized
Sl muvernent was alivibated 1o the opporttmism and de-
ceneracy of he social demoeratic movement. This fact
alome 15 a tacll wdmission that deas at eritical mumvents
play a decisive yole i histery, that the antomatic develop
ment of socialism is no Jonger tenalle, since it s depend-
et an the revolntionary wleas, (rmining and capacities
of the workers. Can it be seriously mabitained Ty the so-
calied acieniilic socutlists that Germany was not ripe oy
socialism 1 or that Faseistn was Snevitabler The lterature
af the varieus socindist parties and fractions is replete with
pelemies on who was responsihile for Fasciam in Grermany,
Neone with the possille exceptins of the social demecyatic
apefogists, will maintain for an instant that Faseis 5 a
pecessary stage woward Seclalisse O the contrary, 718
heatediv and vehementle asserted, that Gerntam was vipe
for sociatizm, hat the luloy wevement fadled 1o reabze
e fact amd act accordinglv, Judging from the Marsinm
eriterien, Urermany attd not Spain shoudd have otfered the
st determined resistance o Pasciss, Yer 18 was {rom
irsdastriaiiy and econenicaliv underdeveloped Spaan that

the mwmi hereie restatasee 1 Pascism was encountered,

argd 3w e st ihan the wee Ny the
vosul toe wociab revidution.

wstghl

New responsitie dosd infomned writer s

taal

crens think ol desving the fuct e, given the inene

accliclarine that the Xpanish Revelutionists were entitie!d o

Spain am] pevhape the pest af Pirape woudd hive oxe

e

wneend the socm] resolution,

AT e above remarks ave meant nwrely sy st

e faet, thnr overt under the most faverabie olivotive con-
digdons {or fnr reaching sooial changes, victory i by nn
meitns assared. The swhorilarizn soctaliss: Bive one
dorestimaied the decisive part plaved by revelationary
bleas, sparil, tctics i training as a factor in history,

This attitusde on the part of the authoritarinn secialists
is med ot all accrlemint: on the contrary i tows {romy a
peo o disirust i the creative capacity of the masses,
Taving acvepted as an artele of faih that andv a highly
concentrated state apparatus controlicd by oans autocratic
prefitical hicrnrehy ear lead the workers s socialism, t {el-
lerws that the workers thonschves through thetr owst mass
organizitiens cannol do ga, 11 is Bhewise evident {rom the
above premise, that sinee all power saust in the kst an-
abvsis rest in the ommnipotent state apparatns, lherty of
action on the parl of the weorkers is incompatible with the
fundamental tenets 0f slate socialism,

113 the refusal so reengrize the {ar-reaching value of
lihberiy as a4 greal constructive lendeney i shaping history,
which explaing the evolution of the counwer-revolulion in
Russia. Regardless, of the high degree of ecomomic and
technical development, regardless of the faet that private
ownership bas Deen abobshed, that alt secial wealth is
theorettenlly the property of the whole of the peaple; the
creation of o super-state controlitny all the social, political
andd coonemic e of the Russiam people o resuited not
it the Duilding of Socialism but s distartion bie some-
thing akin (o Fascism

Te will doubtiess e asserted bnomuany “left” Marsists
that Atarsistn does net st ali underrate the impottance of
wleas mtd the meed for 3 body of consciots revelutioniss,
a party, Bat ¥s belased recopnitom of the fact ths
thinkhyg has semerhing 1o do with changing the world s
madeguate, sinee they would use this demacratic party
machine for the purpmse of “Conguering Power™ which
s ancther way of saving that they weuld sifll ereer, o
monstrens sidte apparatis dering the soecalled -
sitiomal” stage

The

i
tsmy wid

thertarians hitve alwavs andersion] that “Soctuds

he iree or not ot 2l Ths expluts e ressom
whi free ar lihertarimm Secialism calls for the aholition of
the centrofized state. In place of (his mstitatzon which
s o rendity nothieg less than the perpetuation of menopde,
and the negatien of lboerny, the Bhertirians peopose the
extablishonent of o svstem of society in which the people
whe o the work, the workers organizations wil run so-
ciety. Power wil not be desteoved B will be diffused
amwnngst ofl it short, U Not the govertmont over men L
the admbtistrations of ene<™" . BT SN
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APOSTATES OF REVOLUTION

by DAVID LAWRENCE

ll 1T particularly mportant for
s 0f the Feanguard o dJdeal al
somse length with the Hiest of
Al Max Nomuwd's hrerary offer-
wmgs, (CAfesties of  Reeolution,
Little Browen, 33507, He has
heelr a coninbtor to our (rges
ane] i semtaniormed circles s
frequently considered. 11 not a
memiber of ony orgamzation, at
feast a svmpathizer with our
viewpoid,  This erromecus cune
ceplion we would fhe to dispel,
gree and for all; Ar. Nemad
wenrs e mans culianr !

In vur effurts i scolch the
wmvih of  “Nemad  the  Fiber-
tavian’ wo apparently have not
enlsted the aid of the cdior of
the  mfipential Yiddish  Liber-
wrian weekly, the Frede cdrboiter
Stiapme, who saw it recently fo
review the Dook withost Informe.
mig his resders that # contlains
some of the most slanderous po-
loies ever written against the
greal figures of Anarclist history.

Aposties of Nevolion s, of
cnurse, simply a Turther elucida-
gon of Mr, Nomad's obligue con-
cepiion uf historieal trends and
alues.  Mistory thunders through the ook the “Apos.
tles™ live oul thelr agonized lives; nations crumble; scep-
wrs change hands, all to the secompaniment of the
awthor’s mest acvid asides. When the smoke clears away
we find that 2l the sound and fury add up very neatly
10 prove Mro Nomad's favorite {and enlyy thesis, which
serves huw 48 weltauschawry, topic of conversation, and
clain o fame.

For many readers of the Fonguord this singular thesis
13 5o well known thal i brings to mind the sounds that
emanaie from the throat of the gramaphone when ihe
needle inadvertenth sticks in the groove of a well worn
vecord.  For new readers, of course, Mr. Nomad's pet
theme mav be as virginally bright and shiny as a newly
minted Jefferson nickel, Reduced 1o b8 essence the argn-
ment runs something like this: “The inexorable lugic of
every revulutionary strugyle necessarily results m o the es-
tablishmens of a new aristocracy, vegardiess of the demo-
cratic, comununisl, or agarchist ideas professed by s
champions.”

The pen portraiis of the seven apostles: Mary,
Dakunin, Blangui, Most, Nechavev, Stalin and Makhno
are intended to e obiect lessoms proving that despite the
professionat ddeational differences of these crentures of

MIKHAIL BAKUNIN

lstory, thev are all o oveality
sinply sivals moan avid guest {or
drictatorial rights other foar their
persenal aggramhzement or in
the interest of (her sech or Py,
nsigg ke toriured bodies of the
wisses as orungs i the ladder
that lends o the congquesy of
e,

Alrp, Nomad does not claim
ariginaliny for his thesis,  He
aciowewiedges hus great debl 1o
Wackvw AMachajski the obscure
Palish deonoclast who etided np
as a clerk for the Sovier burenug-
racy. Lhe algo Hads arge chupks
of Machiavell, and no small part
Alichel,  erstwhile
Revobutionury Syndicalist, who

ot Roberto

{0 DlemeTy serves me core
rectly p accepted a berth i ane of
Pl OLdece’s umiversities,  Then (oo,
PParvew:, beloved of the Fascists,
his for vears Deen using the
same fme as the ackbone of his
pehical theories,

1 am aot sinating that MMr.
Nomad 8o Faselst; bul el us
pasine Tor a monent that we be-
Nomad  and

Signor Parete, that in all revo-
atwnary struggle there emerges a ttow efife which ase gies
the place vacated by the recently deposed tvrant and pro-
ceeds in turs Lo live off the bucks of the exploltables; we
are convinced of this tleory, therefore we have two

Heve as o A,

choices, either 1o foin the ebte or submerge ourselves in
What fools we would he 1o sake the laster
chidce . ., coavinced of the Drepitabifity of the jnstallation
0f & new elite the obvious course would be for us o iry
al be part of it. The “elie” for Machajski was the
Russian State, for Michel and Parelo the Tascisti; who
will e Mr. Nomad's ciite?

the mass,

But perhaps such 2 cholce will nol be necessary for
despite the asthor's ucid, pryotechnic style and claims o
schiolarship, we feel that he fails o prove his point

in examining revolutionary doctyine 3B necessary
to conterw] with two maim historical currents, the Marxist
and Anarclust schools, sumetines differentinled as Sralist
and arti-Stast, or Authordarian and Libertarian, In
dealing with the Muarxist schioel Mr. Nomad has fasly
casy sledding: it ean hardly Dbe called pencering of
10 T ]_az'f_aln_:;.L!m'as i3 “that the Marsists imend
to hatd their own Bate in the name of the “dictatorahip
ef the proletariat”
vanguard poditical partv, This ix admisted by e informed

“thacover’

after the selzure ol power by their
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secters of the Marxists, both Socialist and Commupnise,
aml docs net lend Hself 1o argument, We have no quarrel
with the awhor when he chooses o deal with treisms,
and 37 he cleces Lo dissipate s encerpies in this peonliar
faslion, it shoukd be no ond’s concern but s owrnl
However, Mr, Nomad envisions his theories as & com-
plete system and must therefore include the Libertarian
movernent, as well gz she AMarxis, in Ris pattern.

In doing s he soun ran inte difficulties, for he evi-
demtly found 1o his dismay that the main figures in e
histery of Anarchist thought did not i into his beloved
el without some rather oo obvious mampulation.
Nuthing danmted, however, he simply promulgated an-
onher thenry s thase revolutionists whe did not fit in with
his “guest for power” theory, shall heoceforth by defs-
nitien not be considered as revolutionists at all bat rather
as natve children, npractical dreamers, romantices Hving
in & world of marilmana fumes, and so having no besr-
g upon his oviginal premise. You see, Hf you play games
with Nomad, 1t s essential that ven play by Bis rules
and definitions. We fAnd that he carvefelly omits {rem
Bis pen portraits Kropetkin, Proudhon, Reclss, New-
nthuies, Ferver, Cafiero, Bernerl, Durratt and a host of
others without whose names the Amurchist roster appears
singularly bare, These people in Mr. Nomad's scheme
come under the heading of “mysties” rather than prac
tical revolutiomsts; thereiore M an examination of Anar-
chism we are asked to disregard Kropotkin and Proudhon,
certainly two of the most important figures in Anarchist
annals, and allow the auther to Dase his jndgments on
Anarchism upun fgures in whom he discerns more
handilv the Machiaveilian faint,

In order to preve that the Libertarians, despite their
presestations, are alse interested in revolution solely to
advance their own interests, Mro Nomad, light as a
feather, skips nimbly over the “rysties” and dishes ap
for onr pleasure {7 the “practical” revolutionists: Ser-
get Nechavev, Johann Most, Nestor Makhno, and Mikhail
Bakunin, hardly & representative selection, the onfy Anar-
chist theorist amoeng thon bemg  Bakunin, the glant
Russian hrebramd.

Dt even i we grant hir the right o pick his “typical”
Anarchists with the mest judicions care we still feel that
he dues not prove his theses,

Let us look at sume of the testimony with which he
hoped to dndict ‘the Anarchist muvement,

Can the sins of Nechayev be visited with justive upon
the hewd of Isbertarian mores?  This quite mad young
fanatic s of a (ype commen to many movements, 3o ol
sessed with the ideal as o become maniacs, brushing
aside 21l human values, so that even mwrder beammes just
an hucldent in their revoliztionary Dluepring, What iden-
tity was there between the ravings of Nechavev and the
prineiples of Revolutionary Anerchism . are we o be
beld responsibie for every mental anfortpmate who elects
1o carry our Jlag?

Nestor Makhne was an heroic figure in the Russian

Civil War in the Ukmine: o semislberate peasant bey
lifred o fow notehes alove e mass of Russtan peasasiry
Iy his Anarchist ideal and o flair Tor miliary taciics.
Why Mr. Nomaed chouses o inclide hing o his gadlery
i difficult 1o discover Tor he admiss thar Makhoo might
lave become one of the most powerlol Ggures i the
Salin eulitary had he chasen to compromise with his
principles. He preferred sather 1o die of constmptiom il
aleolol mmeler the rouf of 1the lewish Anarchisy Fedorn-
tion i Paris.  Where was his Machivelllan tamt

the fact shat he allowed his partisan toops 1o call him
“Batke” (a term of cadearment, the clozest Americon
equivatent betng “Linde Farhery®  Rend carefulh hou
Makhno's ideal translated Usel{ into practical experis
mients with territory ke won from the Whiles i thy
Ukraine. s particularly enlightening 1o compare the
ethical make-up of this peasamt Anuarchise partisan with
that of Leon Trotsky, the great tragedian of the Kussim
Revolution., whose meteoric path erossed Malhno's en
several occasions.  In bringing this Hule knoewn josre
to the attention of Americawn readers the author repders
a service of some Impertance,  Apparently misconcep-
Hons are so general about Makino that everr the erusdite
Preo Flostasky g NO YL Times ook review of | fpasties
of Revolution speaks of lm as Vs drunken, coarse, and
bloodthirsty Ukrainian mofik”

I also fail to see what Mr. Nomad hopes w prove with
his Johann Most biographs.  He claims tha had Most
hved to see the Russian Revolution he wouk! have become
a Bolshevik, Not being gifted with the author's prophetic
vision we have Ditle liking for these nnsupgorsed aiy
generalizations,
however ; we know that he was dogmaltic, o prima donna
jealous of Bis contred of the Froefheif: we know also
that the editarship of the puper was nn sinecere and hat
it owas supperted almost sobelv by Most's eiforts, and that
he died strugghng to Lkeep the paper alive. We know
that e was mprudent. bristally {rank. completefy lacking
in the diplomatic amenities. But it is also true, we think,
that in 1le final anabsis of the philosophy ke represented,
his personakty should not be used to weight the seales i
one direction or the other. The important point of conrse
is that, despile his diffieclt tempermment, Masi never
wrote a word commending dicertorslup and devoted his
life to the struggle for Libertarian prmciples

tatn things we ko abous Mast,

Ar, Nemad is the dean of the “he bear his mother”
scthool of history, a sort of infantilism which chenses to
trace the ecourse of histerv o the personal halits or
sexual reegulariies of some of the actars in the scene.
Sueh gosaip makes good lectares {or Ladies Literary
Sucieties bt poor hisgory, th chue hanuiiny
to Moo Nemad thie it neither adds nor detracts 1 whit
from Anarchist prestige thar Most saw through the
bottesns af too many bottles, o was publichy whipped
Iy Favena Goldman for s ankind attitude woward the
vty Berkma

I swspect. wi

Lot us procecd to another of the woudidehe slave-hoiders,
Mikhail Bakwn, I was he whe Arst drew with broad
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atil semetimes erratle strokes the scaffolding upon which
much of Modern Anarchism is erected.
npregnated with a Napoleonic preed for weorld domina-

If e o0 was

fe, then von here someahing o pordder over,

Mo Nomad niekes severnl accusarions against Dakunin
which coming from & kss rresponsible observer wrukl
constttate o damnimg mdictmen. Pooer Bakuonin is oace
cused of hemg the weological site of Lenin: of being,
hirssel!, a potenttal dictator whese jdeas were in o large
measure plagiarized from DMasgui, Mars and Mazemi,
To cap b all we are inframed tha as his life was neas-
g s close he Jost faith dn his Angrehian and became
a comlired skeptic, Dwhich would place hin with Nemad
—ethe osl sidions wnuendo of them ally, Uader Me
Nemads swife brush strokes Balunin appears ns some
huge Dlunderig moron Dambiing his massive way through
lastory, v inferesce, of course. Is present day fol-
owers nust be of the same stripe,

Let ws examine AMr. Nomad's analisis wizh ag awmch
detall as space allows,

Clne of the first chapters in the Nakunsin epic is ttled
“Anarcinst LHetarorship”™ (Page 15383 Mro Nenad's
s DBakunin's Confesslon, a

chiel souree for this chapter
document prepared under comditions thas would make
It was

any other lstorian fake i with a grain of sal.

Tsarist despot who had

written, as we know, to placate a
Pakunin chained 1o the walls of a prison and slaed oy
worture and death, a very ticklish position for Bakanin
Soohe wrote this opus inan artempt o oon-
Mro Nomad prefers 1o take shis

1o le dn
ciliaze his roval jatler,
docutient at s face valhe

In addimion he makes sure thas 1he Anarchist move-
ment gels the full blame for whatever sins Takunin
conunitted during this period {1848 by assuring us that
Bakunin “considered himself” an Anasrehist, As a mnte
tey of faet, nowhere in Bakumin's writings up 1o that
time didl he claio to be oan Anarchist, except for o lew
svipatlietic vemarks about the hbertarian views of
Proudhon.

Ay Nemad also acosses Bakunin of concorning fonsclf
with ihe problem of the " Fransitional Period”! lere
we can sew most clearly the awthor's complute ignorance
of the sehiect he i3 atlempiing to deal with, Only 1o
the most stupid philistine s Anavchism viewed as a
“Maxinuemn Program,” an “allornething” sucial ad-
versture, The Bess minds of the Aparchist movement have
bent their moss tireless efforts towards dealing with Just
unpersant  comtribnniens

thes problers. Dakumin’s most

He exactly in this Teld and & is the question of the
“Transition Perlod” which wmost clearly differentines the
Mlarxist and Anarchist sehools, In the last issue of the
Foagnard we dealr with this subject and sapd i paTt:

“There 85 ne logical connection av all hetween the
Hhertarian sdea as such and the neganion of gansivienal
stages mods reallzafion.

“Aambority cannat be abolished bvoa singie historic
act: it can be upreoted and weeded out enle inoa dung
process of seclal rransformations, re-cducation of the

greal mass of hamanit in the schost of muatual ald and
solwlarity afforded by a socabzed economy and a {ree
pelitical order s the conception of the uause
of this weecisary prewise (e tronsiton period s for 1he
peaceiul evolution toward the ulimate ideal that 1he
Bhertarians difler from the Marxist protagonists of the
Hetatorship of the proketariay’ U hberiarians re-
fect as dlogieal and unscientific the Marxist idea of
tictatorship leading towaed liberty . instend of i
trorship as the political {orn of the transitional peried,
the hbertarians advance 1he den of o decentralized politi-
cal order as the stavting point of the new docial devels
opment. an order i owhich authonty s left o {unclion
moseciety but ar the same e 18 hodped about by so
many Hmitaiions and socinl controls as 1o make ws gradnal
swallowing up by the newly emerging sooiad relations a
comparatively casy aiel pamless process”

Ferhaps Mr.o Nomae needs 10 vead the Paugeard with
grester regularity asd atention. At least i owould keep
him from repeating the erassess of s Wsioricat Blanders,

A, Nomad comes to the concluston that Bakunin was
“a cross between Fasoist and Communist didtater.” This
wilih-eved accusation is hased on the fact thal Dabunin
on occasing, expressed contempt {or he fews. There is
ne denving that Bakenin apparenthc aever guite threw
off this prejudice deep grained in all the Russian nolality,
In addition he was plagued {or the greater part of his
life by Marx, a Jew, Ulin, Marx's agent, another few,
aned by Alarx’s whole entaurage, made up abmost emivel
of fews, which uf course, 1o a mind already liased, onl
added {ucl o the fires, Pt Bakanin never dreamer of
developing his prejudices into any sort of program or
svatem, nor theught {or & moment of persecuting amvene
for his racial or religions beliefs, Marx, loo, has writings
en the “lewish Problemy” that seonds equally strange to
1s imbied with the modern hberal attitude,  Yel only a
wnan absorhed Inoan dée fre would Ty himself open 1o
viclieule T accusing either of these great figures of being
Fascists,

v
v

Mr. Nomad speaks in the foutnute of page 169 of
Balunin's “Tnternationalist Anarchist Phase” and places
itin 8720 There i some confusion here {or previeusly
Anarchism has been damped for Bakunin's actions in
T8AR,

O opage 174 Mro Nomad accuses Bakamin witheut
offering the shphtest prool of approving of a2 sort of
pre-Roemanoy Caesarism.” We alse get she impression
that Dakusin prior to his stav in Dialy occupied hismself
with a sory of childish samphog of Frst ene theory then
anuther, scutilng ke a leaf from ope enthusiasm to the
Bakumin did have
a philusoply even when a voung man, which lacked ex-

next with cach veering of the wind,

phicitness Lecause {nndwnentally he was a man of adtion
and nol a writer, Dot he was certainly a Socialist during
this periceed and Bis varlons enthusiasms he viewed not
as separate enlities hut as part of the Socialist whole,

On page 177 Al Nomad assyres us that “as {ar as
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the political stractisre is concernad, there s no Jifference
of principle between the Ararchist gospel as preached by
Dalounin, and the Socialist gespel according w Mars,”
Then what is all the fuss about .. . whit split the First
Buternatioral oL why inn every country in the world are
there 1w divergent streams of political thenght claiming
the adherence of the working class? 1t s all very simple
o Mr. Nomad who sees the whole titanie struggle shinply
as a squabble of the Russin Dear and the German Lion
{ur personal glory and power ... in reabity, Moo Nomadl
s fur Trom the tith s (Ui exactly wround ghe divergent
views of the revelntionsry transition perted that the
preat battle raged L the grest chash of centralization
vs, decentralization | .. (nnetienalized adunintstration of
afairs opprsed to the establishment of a new  political
cilste, ole,

My Nomad navely regards Dakuran's econumic pro-
gram ol Land to the Peasants; Socalization of Uiy
Estates; Bistriltion theough Cooperatives; Alolition of
the right of brheritance, etel, as dentical with Loy
State Socialist NILD T suspet that evel to the pelitical
negpliyte this statement I8 obvious a5 pure nonsense
awd needs ne refutation.

In teanuug vy Balamin and Lenm, Mro Nomad really
goes o town with Bakeuin's “conspiratorial” organiza-
tient, Lenin's iden of o band of professional revolutionists
trained (0 seize power when the opportunity presented
isetl was o theeory swiped lock, stock amd bLarrel (rom
Blapgut with whom  Bakunin was constantly at war,
Bakusin gever thought or wrote a line about the possibilty
of his vrganization's seizing power.  He envistoned his
comrades Cdiffused” among the various working class
organizations o order 0 see to it that sobody scized
poweer, aud that it remained vested 1n the funetional group
where it belonged.  This s a strange sort of Leninism
tndeed.
friend.

However, comparisons comre easy to onr facile

Mr. Nemad also drags in Bakunins much touted
“hecret Alhance” i the First International 10 prove his
avid love for power.  We challenge 3Mr Nomad to
prove that such an orgamzation existed, which should
be a sumple matter for a self-confessed autheriee on
secret societies,  In reality this hemous “secret afliance”
was only o group of people such as any mun of Bakanin's
statnre would naturally gather arcund himself,  They
depended upon him for inspiration and information and
conununication  among  themy  was  cenducted  largely
through correspondence,  When Bakonin stepped corre-
spouding with them, the so-called “secret alliance” §eil
apart and ne longer was & foree for wwonopolizing world
political pewer,

On page 193 we are miormed that Bakmin went w
Lyon in B8P0 rather than to Farls because in Parls where
Blangui had great nfluence Bakmnin could not be tep
dug, Hoew simple. You see, history s pusc the clash of
personalities. Dakunin coeld et “compere” wih Riangad,

Yer arothe same tme the Paris section of the First
taternational  was  almost entirely  Bakuninist!  And
i Blangui wits so strong why did Paris in 1871 mstitute
a fedvrated Cosmaunene, Blanguel was consistenthe anti-
Federabst .. where did the tdea spring from . .. {rom
the Javobing?  Bakonin chose Lyon and ot Paris be-
cause le saw the danger of a Parisian wprising mt did
et fwve the support of uther French centers,  Events
suen proved his correctuess on this point,

On page 200 we are mformed that Bakunin paved the
way Tor Machajshi, Therefore we fer that it was his
nusstn adso W xve the way for Mro Nowad who stems
Tron Machaishil, 5o pechaps Bakunin was of some
acepunt after all,

Meo Nemud tells us that Bakunin lost heart toward
the el becanie a skeptic, Me bases this statement upon
Lakunin's serrow at the lack of revolutionary enthusiasm
wnong the wesses of the pertod, Mro Nomad does not
reitlive that all public men stragpling for an keal have
their moments of gried and loss of hope at particnlarly
ditficuls perivds.  However this duoes not aake them
sheptics.  Skepticism 18 a disease more comnton 1o
Bangers-an who stand always on the periphery of move-
mettis, the Vobjective” observers.  Alr. Nomad admis
that Bakunin, with one of Ius tashes of alinost prophetic
vision, foresaw the World War exactly forty vears before
the first guns began to rumble, and saw revolutions in the
wike of the war, and hoped {or & resurgence of militant
acgivisy,

M. Nonsad defines things rather looseh s “Leninism
was merely Dakuninism clothed in Marxist verbiage,”
andd-—again, " Bakuninism is sunply Leftewimg Marxism.”
We'll fer the reader figure that one out,

Space does net allow for a more detailed study of
Afr, Nomad's caricature of Hakunin, It should sufhce
to note that Nowad makes ne detailed mention at sl
of such important documents as Bakunin's Progrom of
the fnternetional and State and Awnarchy. A glance at
30 these 1wo works would convince any honest reader
that Dakunion had ether differences with Marx than the
purely persenal struggle for power, Even so small an
effurt on anvene’s part would serve to dispel the confu-
sion that surrounds the reputation of the grear Anarchist
figure. Mr. Nomad manages merelv w0 add o the store
of nusinformation,

A posties of Fepolution 1s a sort of literary goulash of
hatf digesued fruths, vulgar rumoers, and sophomoric gen-
erplizations, It seems a pity that we And it necessary
1w deal with the boole av such length in a serlous Jnarnal
where space 15 finbed 1 bur unfortumately there s abways
the danger inour opuatry, where literature on revolu-
tlomary Bstory 18 so meagre. thae readers nught be led
to gecepl M Nomad's fancies s scholarship, This
wuuld be deplorable,
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ANARCHIST REVISIONISM

by BENGT HEDIN

HE following articls was published in the dpril edition
of the magazine “Nvadikalisnien,” the thearotical or-
gt of the Awarclo-Syadicalists of Swecden,

The wicwes prosentfed in this article are not these of a
sthgle Individual but charecierize to a great cxtent the
apidions prevatling amony the mililents of our Sweedish
mavesont; which becomes eodfdont wohen we coupare e
ophtions cxpressed dn fis ariicle woith the woselution
adapted ab the Youth Congress of the Yuwodish | narcho-
Svndicolists held 4w Jfprif 1939 in Stockhobhin: the ideus
presented by Hedin corvespoud with thinse ficld by the
Swewedish Youtl Orgenizetion end by thy greot wajority
of the Swedish militunts.

1t is do be added that the author 1o leading participant
e Swecdish mevemont, heving beon for o monber of
yeavs once of the cditors of sur daily paper in Stockiolan,
faring wlse represented the 5:0C of the varigus Taferin-
Henaf congresses of e J01F 3L AL

CONSTRUCTIVE REVISIONISM
Ti'llf', violent chinnges in the politcal aned social workd sii-
aation, and the eatastrophic defeats of the profetarat
during the last decarde make imperative a generat discus-
sion on the princples and tactics of the labor nwvenent
alony revisionist lines, Notwithstanding that. fovtunately,
the movement o1 Revolutionary Syadicaliany can lardly be
held responsible for those defeats, retreats and capitula-
tions, the general revisionist tendency makes iseli alsn
folt in the ranks of aur movemeny. 13 15 now being {reely
admitted by many revelutionary svndicalists that the ol
formulas and the old methods are nsufficient, ohsolete,
aml i many cases altogether false

This revisionist frame of mind, not withstanding that
it manifests itsell in mnst of the cases 1 # sories of
negations, should he regarded as of positive value, repre-
seuting rhe will 1o Hve and 1o adapt one’s self 1o new <ir-
camstances, Pt i order to be regarded serioush Tevision-
1y has 1o present a constructive and conerete critichan of
defindte conceprs and methads; it has 1o give someshing
new i place of that which it negates.

VIOLENCE AND COMPULSION iN
THE REVOLUTION

Revolutivnary Syodicalism is an enemy of the SMate
Fe aims &0 defend the mdependence of the organization of
pronducers agaimst any attack, and B oputs forth sy its Gead
wine g osockely withoul o Sate, eareving witly i the e
diate straggle {or bherty ax one of its basic methods,

Until now there was a genernd understanding as 1o these
basic teners of our movemeni. Dot as a rele 11 was not
reatized with sufficiont clarity that this oppesition w the
State contpins sumdey elements Jiffering from each other

i their origing and forms of manifestutlon. O one haod
Revolutionary Syndicalism is the expresston of i Liber-
tarian tendency of & gegeral humanistie characier, aiming

ey aeted suppress all viodence and com-

tey reneder unneces
aalsion as means of socad relations, replacing them by
| i 8 A

general agreement ; on the other hamd Revoletionary So-
dicalism, us a practical movement growing oul of the class
struggle, amms 1 the Grst place to weaken amd then o
Hquidate, by the means of a revobwnlon, Ly all kinds of
violence amd compulsion, whatever is opposed o the struy-
gle of the great mass of producers.

Those two tendencies certainiy coincide in many points,
bt mevertheless ther are b ono means destical, Toth
are of greal value, having formed an integral purt of the
conceplioms underlying the vheory and practice of Reves
latinary Svedicalism, Lut they will remain so only 5f
each one of them is kept distinctly sepavate n vrder to
falill s own proper sk, Otherwise the thearetic con-
fusion will inevitably fead to a ¢oniusion in praciice,

The Ilea of a societv withoud vislenoe wsl compalsien
i the extreme point of aricntation for wur activiths, 1t
18 & goal which perhaps will never be real'zed i full, har
whicl we must try vo realize with an ever greater degrey
of approximation, It is the symbolic expression of the
deepest motives and the most wtimate impulse of our
struggle. Dut this does not Imaple that the working class
ean alveady do away with all violence and compulsion
duving 1he preletarian revolution which has 1o be con-
ceived in a vealisiic manner, as a drawn-oul process, pain-
ful, und {6l of violence, On the cowtrary such hope tacks
an Dasis w1 the practical experience whicl we Iave had,

The strugyle following {rom Libertarian aims andl prine
eiples 13 our means of nrientation but it canna be the
practical ermsequence of our tegation of the State. Reva-
lutionare Sviedicalists can by no means foregn violence
and compulsion during the Revolution, but vhey have to
try 1o direct the activity of the revolutionary masses to-
wardl the destruction of the cercive power which is the
enery of the workers—that s the State-—and moregver,
t do evervihing possible in order to vender supertluous
and o prevent the rebivth of a4 pew dependent state
power wlhich will lweeome the enemy of the workers,
The narfor fask of Nevolutiorury Sondivalism showld fe
fo orgunize a registe under wlick e Indis persable neans
af wivdewee will be decided wpon by the sryanisefion of
froducers aud witl be carvied to practice by the sorkers
thewmeelres wrd wnder Hhe contrad of thelr oPgamzutions,
Thiz program is of & Emiter character but i tern U s
quile within the means of o vendizntion, and while ths
prograt <does not precirde violence awnd coercion. 1185
novertheless Tused upon the negation of the Slate sioce
#s renlization woulkd male impossible the new organiza-
ton of any pditical institesion having sncthing by conwmon
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with the historreally haown S T we iy

sayv that Revelwdonary S
tash 0f revising and concretizing s Heory of ihe ‘“m'(.
This can certamly be done without SE‘LkZ‘ij'lC!!]ii anvibing

1% 1

tae]f il

exsenial 1o our basie views, A s e
ferentiation herween the ideri tendency and s pf‘zlll‘zca]

cLice,

and secial consequences in g

NQO SIMPLE FORMULA
FOR REVOLUTIONARY WAR TACTICS

qr:d the problem of war is

The Svidicalist positon tow
surely one of the mass discussed arstl stadiedd
Pratortunaiehe ene has o acdint that the eifecr of all this
The September weoks

proflenis,

Ialair has not been very comforting,

Tast vear revealed a great deal of brutal resignation, dis-
oriemaiion and vielent clashes of epinfon within vur own
mevesnent, {We must add however that this does not
apply to the SACH

Fow did i come abour thar 5o spite of a the dis
cissions sn this problemn, we found euvselves distressiully
confused al the moment when the serious problem of war
There weve several

hecamse 2 bmyning ssue of the day?
reasens Tor it but here we are gong 10 €oioem carselves
with onlv one of theme—one of the mportaat although not
‘ roblem of War has matl neaw

the most inportant. The p
heen isolated from the umi(zi\u g conceptions of Revolu
tignary Sviihealism, It was g(»nm‘:i%]} maintained thar
wars among the States ave cyames
against the working class especially. 3
2";211{‘;;151'1@'11:.15 position one had o hod means bvowhich
prolelarian action would prevent such wars,

against By, and

arting with this

Such ideas and tasks no doult had relative anpormance,
Jur ther alse had a drawback which 18 becoming more
and more evident. The strugile agamst woar i3 nel con
cotved with sufficlent clarity as an wwfcgral and organic
part of the class struggie of the profetariet. What we have
10 keep in mind is that the “pacific” rivalny backed up by
the power of armaments, the direct preparation of the war
and the war itsel{ are all varions phases of the develop-
ment of 1he capitalist State which conditions the struggle
of the working class. The task of the Inhor movenent
does net consist in proc?aiming in a docrringire mmmer
“Peace ar any Price.” nor of course "War at any Price”
Instead, g1t the enorgies of the workers should be directed
toward two fasks, Bt is necessary to conserve and defend
the ideclogical and political’ independence of the jabor
movement: this remaims the fundamental task. Snd fol-
Iowing from i, as s immediale conseqaence. 15 the neces-
sitv of making use of everv phase of capialist develop-
ment i order 1o tensify the class struggle wih the aim
of bringing about the Secial Revolnion.
shonkd be determined in
In cerram situn-

How {0 go abont these iashs
caclt case by parficeder circumstonces.
linns i i necessary lo transform the instinctive appost.
non ef the masses to war ime revolutionary hatred for
the govermuens whe are erganizing such wars, In other
circumisiances it is necessary to muke use of e govern-
mrenls attemyns to inerease armaments and preveke war

foy
N ;
In certam

-l deferse of Pemooracies’
Fointenidving the olass

the slogan T

sunnler

$ o lry to bring
defest wf its

il thonesclocs

soerkingg class v ..u’ hee fo bevoie the mest
astive and frrccencioble portisan of warv. The Republican
and semi-Socialist Spain, sud France in the war of 1871
fter the downizll of s EWO HISTANCeS
exenuplifying our statenlent,
eral should not reject ninv course wlich wight offer the

the Lmperoreeire
The working cluss m gen-

possibiline of carrving onl a proletarian revelution,

YWe realize that
lenabts.

cepions will e many
Thev say be regarded as an astempd W0 go back
upon the and s backshiding toward
the vacillating ground of relariviss and opportanisan Dy

arm will 1o peace

nevertheless we must look at these things with our oves
opent Could it be for instance the rask of the labor
mevement of the so-called democratic coantries 0 {oree
s own government to make ever new culcessions in the
face of the ever-growing demands of the Fascist powers,
bus wrwitlingly colfaborating with the Fascist elements——
areed that solely because suclh concessions might save the
apparent peace for mother Hecting moment?  That. of
course, condd hardly be the sask of the lnbor nwevenent,

Dut iy i here precisele thar we have the inpheations of

the principle "Teace at any Price

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

A ke wolth the warwest feing that we offer
,{m Hetions o Fuima Goldman on the oecasion
£ oher PO Fithday, o wish the yreat pio-
Heor af oy oremene mlany mare fappy gird

JUNE JUNE
L L
27 27
L L

1859 193¢

Iy _-/:.I ..! : . -
Lanta {}zr{}g__/,-?f, A/ /

asciul vears, Contrades puv tolegrafh persomal
arocivigs fo KOG Colten, 205 Vaughen Rd.,
Formste, Canada.
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LESSONS OF SPAIN

by DASHAR

T.HZZ comtradictens, the crises, amd the caiastrophvs of
modern cipatakisn brought forth g soemiist revohation-
arv movement of the profetarian masses whose purpose
18 the watertaBzation of sciad Justice. Tnothis struggle
what s the special mnnwde of the Hbertarinn revohe
riunists

They oppose historical fatahsm awd emphasize their
creative will to strupple wowards the creation of a new
social order: they are opprosed to the thought, born out
ol exhatsted slave mentaliry, that equality can be realized
by foree from above. Social justice can andy come alive
r freedom, and freedom can be deserved aud obtaned
omiv if it s Cconguered anew every dav.” The Hbertavian
revolationists therelore consider freedom not ondy as an
end but alsp 45 a means; thev prapogate direct action in
a1t 3ts forms and wam against amalganmation of revola-
tionary alms with capitalist interests and existing potitical

fUCLors,

Flut the Bhoraran idea is pno Vism” deriving fram o
sabvationist doctrine Trevealed” by some great personality.
Anarchism gives ne rules of conduct appropriate for all
times--its onh rule i3 the will ta Hbertarian activity;
crealive constructlon froml below ) the resistance against
dictaiorship, agdinst reghnentation, agaimst sapping the
miive of 1he people.

it

Neither 18 Revolutionary Syadicalism, in which many
Anarchists see one of the most importent means in the
struggle for liberty, 1 mechanical recipe fm the changing
of human soclety. It 15 mainly a principle of the move-
ment. of the struggle, 4 definite tendency of reconstruc-
tion. In no book is this {ormula laad down,

Proudhon and Bakuuin, ardent lovers af freedom, and
great haters af dictatorship, fought for various aspira-
tions and experiments; they mnited with and parted from
men of real or alleged sinslarity of opinions, They re-
vised occasionally their own thearies, they started from
the beginning again, theyv learned continuously, and ocea-
sionallv even cantradicted themselves.  They were men
bound by formulas as Bitle as were Gustay Landaver and
Erich Muhsam in the Bavarian Revolution of 1S They
wery Hbertarlar revolutionists, ther wanted oulv one
thing. to be with the peonle and do try to teach them
something of their Dbertarian ideal,

The struggle of the ONTWFADF, 103639 was alse an
attempt born of Hbertarian will and was defeated in the
struggle against a world of iatermal and external enemies
due ta the passivity of the proletarian masses of Europe
and the gbsence af a strong Bbertarian movement i non-

Spanish countries.

*{UNT - The Spmnish anarcho-svndicalist nattonal Con-

{ederntiun of Labor, FAL-The Therian Anavchist Foederagion

H i ot ooy abm to determine whether the revolution-
isi5 of the CNT and the FAL remained faithind to the
tenets of same rendy made social rocipes i the diffieult
struggle, in whach they taok upon themselves so much
responsibibty m thelr complicated social, polucal lbors
during the Iast three years, Popular movements, historieal
carachvsms, which put turge masses in aclion are deter-
mined by osuch a great number of super-individaal and
abjective {actars that they have something of the power
of farces of nature. A meovement like that of the Spanish
anti-Fascist peaple of 193639 must be understond from
its conditions and underlyving factors.  These conditions
were external {the victorious progress of Fascism in other
comtries and the defeatist attitude af the labor move-
ment i al Earope and mternal {(the co-existence of two
mnrerically more or less equally strong labar organiza-
itong, the ONT and the UGT; the pancity of arms and
the inevitable dependency an some foreign state for zrma-
mentsy, When one recogrizes these underlving factors
one must admit that the general Ene or the attitude of
the ONT-FAT was correct, because na ather would have
been possible: retouncing of mmediate realization of the
Anarchist ideals; the attempt ar anderstanding with the
other Socialist trade union tendency; attempt at the cre-
ation and maintenance of an anti-Fascist unity with other
political grounps and even ameong various social classes,

T1 this conuectian it is certainly necessary to point out
errors af cipission and commission, The OUNT-FAT an-
fortunately did not know Balshevism as well as we foreign
cordrades.  The ONT was less well organized than it
should have beent and hence the weakness it evidenced
moorelations with other aumti-fascist groups and social
forges. It was unfortunately toa eredulous and wdealistic
in relations with its atlies, Bat this attitede does net dis-
honor i, Nevertheless, that which the UNT-FAI has
done will prove fo be a creative farce i the subsequent
history af social struggles if we understand the positive
core of the Spanish Khertarian struggle and learn from it
Not oniyv the magnificent impulse of the direct action of
Tuly 19, 1936 Dhut also the political tendeney of coopera-
tion with other clements, the wark of Soctal Reconstruc-
tion of 1936-39, are all rieh teachings and have a great
lbertarian content.

In short the lessons from Spain can be swnmned up as
follows, 1), Direct action is superior to parlamentary
action. The July 19th was possible not in the country of
the Yso far advanced” Marxist German labor movement
bat in Spain mspived by Anarcho-Syndicalism,

23, Taking aver of the means of production by the
workers and their economic arganizations is the real mean-
mg af every straggle against Fascism and at the same
time their only guarantee of an advance in the direction
of Socialism and freedam. Al attempts af a Socialism by
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decrees, be it within bourgenis sociery or mmder “vevolu-
tiosary party dictatorship”™ have (ailed so far as shown
by the Wemmar-Germany, Staln-Russia, ete,

3y, The economic labur arganization is 55 a means of
struggle and social reconstrction superior over the polit-
ical party s direct action Is superior to parvliamentary
action,  The struggle agaiust Fascismy, she fomung of
mikitios and the popalar army, and e continoation and
reorganization of production becane possible onle Lecause
there was i Spais, @ lbertavien, vevelutionary, constrize-
tive labor movement, The political parties plaved in these
events unly a parasitic role

The tessons of the Spayish struggles are well recognized
and o order lo bring those lessens across to the masses
of workers, peasanl and intcllectuals B 18 necessary to
carry on an cducational campaign dealing with the actual
basis and aims of the Spamish anti-Tascist moverment,
Such a campaign should also e i the nature of propa-
ganda fer a new, libertarian, Seclalism amd for the re-
birtl of the fabor movement in the spirit of direct action.

We need not be ashamed o admit that the Spanish
stroggle alse brought certain insights o the Anarchist and
the Revolutionary Syndicalist movement which st be
taken account of in our siraggle for the regeneration of
the labor movement. [ shall try here brielly 1o outline
sorse of these lessons,

1}. The Libertarian movement wmuast learn to think
“nolitically,” that is, it has to adapt s daily demands to
the level of the understanding of ihe masses, lo wihat the
masses themselves might practically want to achieve witl-
in the framework of given national and international re-
lationships, Such partial demands and achieventents of a
social as well as political nature amply repay the revols-
tionary energies spent; the eriterion of the worth of such
demands lies only in their liberlarian content, m the re-
leasing of the active initialive of the people themselves.
the ceaseless proclaiming of “the soaal revolulion as the
only cure” ¢an only dull the fighting vigor of the masses,
and very often it is only an excuse for sectaran isolation
and lack of activity.

2). The formula of class struggle must be supplemented
by the realization that Socialism if ¥ docs not woent fo
degenerete into @ brutel dictetorship, is possible only as
an alliance betfween workers, working peasants, ond the
working middle sirata of the city as well as Itellectuals,
The ONT was in this respect badly prepared and there-
fore i suffered quite a number of defeats, but the course
it followed was correct. The great obstacle was that the
anli-profetarian instingt of the peltv-bourgenisie was mo-
bilized by Moscow and directed against the CNT. But
in spite of that some cooperation with various social
layers is necessary even now in the libertarian struggle,
and more 50 on the morrow i socialist reconstruce
tion, The CNT never collaborated with the “bourgeoisie’;
the big burgeoisie was exproprinted and it disappeared.
¥t stands to reason of course that cooperation between

workers and rhe middle classes does pot mean that we
have 1o fadl upon the neek of the pettv-bourgesis. The
workers have 1o be alert. vigilont, asinte. Buol asvone
who wants to selve evervthing by the method of a mere
struggle of the ndustriat proleterial s either a utoplan
or 4 partisan of dictatorship, 1t s pure nonsense 1o sub-
stitute the realization of freedon with the exterpunation of
Tlas i

all other curremnts within (he soctal movement.
the line talen by some of our comrades,

The CNT-IAT made certain mistakes,  Thedr social
and political positions le{t much 0 be desived ) thelr work
abroad should have leaned much strouger upon the ex-
perience of foreign libertanian movements: all that 1s true,
Bet the CNT-FAT did not go back upon their basic ideas,
ouly the tactical means used by them were ot sufficienyly
theught oul because they had to {ace a situation which had
not been foreseen, The CNT-FAT have a great advamage
over the other racdical wmovemenrs: they are not sectarian
BUr dre as ope with the great mass of the people whose
secds and movements they express divectly.  Notwithe
standing many weaknesses and shortcomings of the liber-
tarian tactics i Spain, the profotariat of the world and
the forces of all countries striving for freedon and social
emancipation have much more to learn {rom such tactics
than ground for criticlsm. And this goes for us oo,

A LETTER FROM A SEAMAN

Fa The Ldilor of Vanguard:

The art of rationeliziag folly and rreachiery has been advanoed
ancther slep by lhe dialelical geninses who run the Stalinis:
dominaled National Mariime Undon, Joe Curran's steoges calied
off the recens NMLL ol ranker strike and ordered the men back
on the ships becanse, they said, the srrike bad become a lockowt
and the best way 1o fght 2 lockeul 1s from the imside. Faney
reasoning, . .. Now let us get a look al the Tacts behind the e

Lasl year's tanker agreement, was hailed as near perfect by
apien officials, who tried 10 pass off 1the preferential company
Liring halls clause, {whicl: was severly eriticized Dy the member-
ship} as a good closed shop conivact, When the agreement woent
it effect the commissars pul the skids on all mibimn: action
faken by crews who were dissatished and suspicious of its lrue
value, Clartfcriions were constantly demanded by tanker erows,
sl ne real adjusiments were made. The principal demand was
for union hall hiring, in place of e company office biring hatls
of old.

High handed methods uwsed in drawing up rhal zgreement
ezused discontent with the N YLU negotiation poliey,  Fo aveid
fast year's ombarrassment 1he Commusisis allowed elected repe
resenlatives from fankers to compose 3 negotiating commitles te
present the demands of the seamen o the lanker operators.
Standard (H] led wilh the first panch by announcing that all
passes 1o union representatives to hoard vessels were cancelled,
and other companies [ollowed suil. When the drait of the
proposed agreement, which ezlled {oz 1he closed shop, union hall
hiring, wage inercase, and clarification of working rules was
presented, e companies cismissed i in effecl, and called the
negotiating comtniliee loo irresponsible,  Wih this the com-
mitlee’s only recourse was 10 recommend sivike acton.

The strike was enllisizstically endorsed by the members. Onee
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catled, the strike recehoed support on the Pacific Coast and from
the LW.W. seamen as well as the S LU From the very first
many seamen realized that e strike was o rather lepid afair
though Carran's policy committer was daily assaring the mien that
aver sevemy ships were ted ag, then proceeded to send seamen
wltews to picket gascline stations, requesiing the public to boveott
“Jot” oil; good pubdicity. but a diverston from the central task,
At the same fime they allowed Rnks 10 go freeby o and fyvom te

struck ships! Al acuon of frefghter and passenger crews 1o
strike shvips using “hoet” of as Tuel was discouraged, Couperation
in the form of jol actism by other anions was refused. This
poficy was thoroughly exposed by West Coast and EAVA seae
men. who recommended direct action enoall ships using “hot”
vl Moreover, nothing was done in the off refineries or ol felds,
where workers are organized in a2 C1O anion The sacred
contracls must be enforecd?

With 1o one to gunrd strack ships the fink crews sailed them
and cantinge ic do so. Une or two smal companics were
forced to stgn an agrecment similar to Jast wear’'s,  The strike
was 4 fizele and 2 scapegost had to be found,

The executive of the N ML browglt sp non-Communist
officials on charges of leing agents of the ship owners to
diver] attention from the stoke, although the real facts cone
cerming some of them, especinlly Jerry King's group, had heen
thoreughly exposed many months ago hy the Rank and File
Pot, Sadlers Unien of the Pacific, Marine Transport Workers
Unien, (DWW and M EPOWAY . of the Pacific.  Naturally
the Communists charged many honest upionists with dealing in
phoney lav-outs to create more confusion and o cover up their
false sirike policy.

In the midst of this ennfusion the strike was called off. Many
scament know that the “commie” politiclans were placed in a
posttion of either striking all ships using “hot” oil, requesting
the CA(h to strike the ol industry, thus embarrassing  the
Roosevelt  administration  with  another  general  strike, or
admitling defeat In calling the whole thing off.

Now these defeated steikers must ook elsewhere for ero-
soyment while “finks’. many trained by the Maritime Com-
mission, sail theiv ships,

A Deckland.

BAKUNIN IN ENGLISH

Readers of the Fangnard will welcome the news of the pube
Lication, for the firsy thme in the Erglish language, of the works
of Michael Baliunin, The maior writings of Bakunin were com-
piled, and arranged fo form a systematic expositton of Bakunin's
anarchist phidosophy, by G0 Maximov and are belng published
in book forra by othe Bakunin Puldications Committee of (-
cage, Hinois. The $HI8A3 collected to date will pot he sufficien
for the baok 1o appesr, #s scheduled, early this fall You are
urged 1o send contribuations inwocdintely to 3. Yelensky, 3332
Fotormae Ave, Chicago, 111

Teoabd in the collection of funds for tlas book the Yanguard
Graug of New York iz starting & commitiee here. Al those
interested showld write to us at once at 35 West 17l Street,

NEW MASSES ETHICS

Allegedhy a contrilution by dacques Marnaw, cench Catholie
writer, @ recenl Now Masses featured article on AntbSemitsm
was i fac Lfted withont permissien from a pamphier issued
ans atid written

Iy the National Uonference of Jews and Chr
by Marimn, (O special interest to the student of Swadimism is
thiz: Maritain's anid-Stalinicl statements contained in the pam-
phlvt were simply defered i the New Masses repring

MR. LEWIS TOSSES A BOOMERANG

Within recent weeks a number ¢f conrr actions have been
taken against wdons under the Sherman Ami-Trost Adt to
recover damages resuiting from strikes, namely the Apex case
in Philadeipina, the w England Truckers and the Repullic
Steel snit against the SAV.O
three-quariers of & millon dollars was not however the first
pos We are
sorey too say ihe Joly, L. Lewis himsell demonsieated to the
capitalist class the efficacy of this nefarious method of legal
perseculion.  Several months back a $00000 damage soit was
filed by the United Electric Coal Unmpany against the Progres-
sive Mine Workers of Amcrica. Tho sudl grew out of a con-
traversy revelving around the company's Hed Hay mine at
Freclurg, Hlinols.  The employees at the mine were all Pro-
grossive miners. but the operator refused to sign o PALWA,
contract, e mmported men e operate the shaft onder a
LANAL agreement wherenpon the Progressive miners peace-
fully picketed the mine and stepped 3t from operating.  No
damage was done either to mine or property yet the company
filed the damage suft against the POM WAL charging loss of
profifits among other things. Dhring the course of the trial
Lewis' UMW A infected itself in the case as “a friend of
the court” and assisted in the proscontion of the Progressive
ppion,  Fhe wpion was fined $170080 The capitalists learn
auickly John L-— legality is a double edged sword.

=

Fhe Apex verdicn of nearly

of these attents to Mudgenn the urens inte saim

FOR SERVICES RENDERED

Mike Qeill's Transport Workers Lnion is prajsed in the annual
stockhiodders” report of the Fifth Avenue Coachy Company and
the New York City Omnibus Corp.

“Intelligent,” “sincere” “enlightened.” znd “progressive” are
some of ihe adiectives appited by the labor-hasing Johs AL
Ritchie who found that aithough original wage demands were
Yexcessive,” they  were subsequently  “modified” because  the
“prosperity of one s wholly dependent upon the prosperity of
the other”

At the same time Quill's Dboss, Lewis, charges Green with
seeking and receiving “the aid, advice and counsel of repre.
sentalives of the National Association of Manofacturers” to
kmife the Wagner act,  Doean's one hand know what the other
8 dloing ¥

BOOK REVIEW

SCIRNCE IN THE LIGHT OF MARXIST PHILOSOPHY

The Marvist Philosophy and the Sciences

By 135 HALDANE

New York, 1939 Nandom Honse, 214 ppo
Professor Jo B S Haldane, famous British sciondist and one of
the most recent comverts to philosopkical Marxism, tries in this
small volume to give & Marxist interpretation of the sciences.
in his gpreface, he remarks: “7 have tried o apply Masvism
to the sclentific problems of my own day, as Engels did over
many years and Levin in 1987 The first chapter, accordingly,
derls with some Marxist peinciples, such as pragmatism and
Particular attention is il Iy the author to the
fundamentais of “dislectical materinism,” 1o wit: the onity of
vpposites, the passage of quantity inle quality, and the princple
af the negation of regalion, or, what s the same, trassformation

materialism,

into the oppusite. This mtroduciery  ehapter presents, i a
e spiritaal tooly, of

nutshell the main “working hyvpotheses,
philtosopdie Marsism.
In e feflowing  chapters—Mathematics  and  Cosmulogy.
{Continned an page 163
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AN ANSWER TO KROPOTKIN

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS

Hoth thix feene of the Vanguard coc wre fustituting a nose poficy
of runping eacl wosth an snportand dectmest or article from
the archives of Anarchist theery and practive. e feel that it s
tgsd ey to sfert thic series soith the fellowoing article pub-
Helred {0 the Londen Seun in 1913 in criticism af Kreopotkin's
prosafiy stand on the [Par, which was based largely on the
premice Hhat Germany, or Kaiserism, was the cradle of reacifon
and proseaied g tiveat fo hwwan values, so greaf that o nullified
all wther constdevations,  Today as 4n 1913 the some guestions
pase themselves—with Fascivm substiinded for Kaiserism, Have
the workers a fotherlond? Fi Brivisk fmperialism worth fyiting
for .. and iy Fascism the onlv allernatvve? We feel that many
of the lruths in the positien of ke Svur comrader showid be
fruthe fov all Anarchisty and that a refferation of these funda-
mentals showld be of great help in enabling wy fo vesolve the
greal perd that 45 creeping up on us slotely but fnelnctablv.

AN ANSWER TO KROPOTKIN-
A STUDY IN FACT

H1Z Rassian despotism is older, much older, than the present

Gorman State. M alto is much older than the Prussian State,
which kas had such a terrible influence on the politiead and soctal
development of Germany. Those who are al all acouainted wilh
history, knew that the Prossisn State developed directly snder
the protection of Russian and French absolutism.  The Dukes
of Lrandenburg—i e, the predecessors of the Prussian Monarchy
-—were only pald servants of the French Feudalistic Monarcly ;
and the Prussian State was allowed 1o develop as a2 means of
breaking the Austrian political power In Furope. a weapon in
the hands of the French despots sgainst the Hapsburg dynasty.
The founders of the Prussian Siate were net allowed o have
any political will of their own, They only wore permilied Lo sorve
as tools in the hands of Russian and Frencls despotiss

Opintons differ as to which state is he greatest menace $o the
development of {reedom in Burope. To Kropotkin, the centre
of reaction is Berlinw—and he has complained that, uniortenately,
lig 15 100 old 10 shoulder & gun te deferd France against (German
Hunrs, Bebel made a similar declaration twelve vears ago when
he avowed thal, were there a war between Russiz and Gurmany,
Le would take a gun and march, shonkier 1o shoulder, with {he
German bourgenisie against barbaric Nussiz. To bim, the centre
of reaction was no olher place that Polersburg, and be had as
many arguments 1o srge apainst Russiz as Kropotkln has sgeinst
Germany. Had lchel had the opportonity of reading Kronotkin's
Perror in Russig be would have many more andouidedly. In his
veasons, HBebel was ag correst as Kropotking in his conclusions,
as faise. When Debel said Le wonld take up a gun and march
with the German bourgeoisic agaims: Russin, le denied, hereby,
cverything he Dad stated about the “proletarisn class siruggle.”
And when Rropotkin sald, in bis interview witlh the Russian
Tawyer, Azeff, “that the people of the Allies most alt take an
actlve parl i the present war and come 1o the assistanee of their
respective governmends,” H was as complete a denial af the ele-
mentary Anarclist principles which he has expounded in such g
Lrilliant way.

That the German Social Pemocratic Parly regards the war
froem the same poird of view 2s Kropotkin, bt laoks for the en-
emy in ke opposite divection, 15 evidenced by the following guaos
iation from Foerwearis:

The viclory over e Alics of Mossia i caly necessary be-

o Bal ihan noecessity exists

cause they are aified whth Uvans
as long as Fnglapd awl France may hiwder s
Crarism. .. . W 3 masl el puvsne, therefore, @ ]znl;u \\mnlt (MESY

cotntries, o, Germany musl aet seize Any Wrrhory T wterfere

i the butegrity and dndependence of other nationalities. as that
would give Russia the opportuaity of playing e pare of coneili-
ator m BEurope, even should she e beaten. . .

HTF we wilf st Le able 1o defear Crarism, should the strategieal
exigency take lie place of the politieal necessily, it ma), lsappen
the present war will result in another 'Moly Aldance, whalever
the intension of the rulers might be.  Instead of an Alfance
of the eivilized nations, Czarism will continue 1o held its ruiing
power, .. . 1T it should prove to be e case, the present war has
lost all s justification.

“No! CTlis war mug net be s means of 114;11‘;)3210:1 and the
msikding up of 2 new world-power in e place of the Bridish
and Russian world-power; bt il must the means of freeing all
nations. Freedom from Muscovitism: freedom znd independence
for T'oland and Finland : a free development for the great Rus-
sian nation hersel, and the destructon of the unmatural ailiance
of two civilized nations witht Larbaric Cearisme-his 38 the aim
that called out the enthusiasm of the German people, and lence
their readiness to make the necessary sacrifices”

The above view, no less than Nropotkin's, may be held iy
an ordinary radical citizen. 1t has unothing iy eommon with
Socialsm, and less with Anarchism.  In both cases, 1 scems
to be forgolien that this war, ke any in the past, i3 nol in the
interest of the so-calied culture prohiems, but to advance certsin
seonomic and political ambitions: 16 extend the sphere of the
power of the Slate and capiixlism in the respective countries;
particelatly a comperition of power briwest British and German
capitalism,  Nene of wx koow much of the seeret intrigues
af dipiomacy. Flence we cannos say who i foremost in responsi-
Hlity for the present catastrophe, bat we kpow for certain that
all governments lave been participating in the secret infrigues
and diplomacy of the finance kings, They have been preparing
for this war for vears, and pone were steprised by the latest

developments,

Tn 145 last worl, The Moders Stabe, in the chanter entitled
“Fhe War,” Kropotkin expiicitic declares that the loan of
CR A0 the Rassian Goverwment received from French cap-
italizis in 1900, wnder the protection of the Frencly Republic, wor
acrepted for the purpese of srushing the revolution. Kropotkin
detaile the enormous corraplion in the French worid of finance
ane cnds witls {hese sarcastic words:

“YWimt a fneky incident i1 is! The Goverament of a Lig Sate
is in dangerl It has to suppross a Revolwtion! Sach lack dees
not ocour every day !’

Ruat in his letler to Sieffen, Kroperkin makes no mention of 1his
disgraceiul betraya] of the Russian revolutdonaries by the Repub-
lican finanes Kings, Instead be savs:

“Let ps not forget, again, that when rance advaneed the Toan
1o the Rupssizn avtocracy in 1906, it was because she fels thag, if
Rusgsta was unabie (o reform her anmy after defeat in Manchuria,
france wounld be lorn 1o pieces be Germany, Austela and faly
who were allied against her”

We ddo ol know the secret plans of the German Government,
and we expect anyihing bial good from her. Bun with the lesy
will 1 il workl o helicve whar he sayvs, we cannol d .
lenst logie i Wroepeikin's asserton. 14 Germany readh meant
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(Cantinued from poge 13}

Cuantam Theory and Chemistry, Bielogy, Paychology, Sociology
setle auther dizcnsses the several scietices or, to be more precise,
their newest generalizations and underlying theories, in the Hght
of Marxist dinlectics,  Deepdy sivened in the natural scionces,
Professor Haldane approaches nearer than amvbody else, of
whom we ean think at the momeny o oan ideal of a congise wil
comvinging formulztion of the theeres evolved in modern times
Iy Einstein, Planck, Eddington and ethers. The author, with the
help of the hypotheses of “diamat” (as they call dizleciical ma-
terialism in Saviet Hu Toog topls and yard-sticks, measures
and analyses the degree of corresnendence between the pewest
selentific coneepts on the one land and the edjecifie (that s
existing outside of our cognition) and ever-changing realify on
the other hand,

Now, Prof. Haldane, following the Jead of Prof L. Hoghen,
points out that the development of mathematics should Le studied
in the Hght of listorical matenialisr.  True, all the sciences,
historically, are related to the economic systems in which they
developed and 1o the cconomic needs of the sociely in question.
But in all seiences, amd more especially 1n mathematics, there is
present an element of so to speak intuitive or artistic invention,
and this s & matter of individual creation.  Tn this respect,
mainly, the man of genivus is uncommeasurable with all the rest
of the humans living under the same cconomic system. In all
the sciences, for that matter, 2 solwion of a hard problem s apt
to gain additional value and permanence irom the elegance, the
wit and graccininess with which the question in hand hag been
resulved,

This all-impertant aspect of the growth of sciences in relation
to the past kistory of soentific methods is likely to be over-
fooked bw all those whe, traveliing in the foowteps of Alary,
Engels, and Lenin, insist on the prierisy of matter and call thom-
selves “materialists,”

O the whole, the dialectical materialism {athered Ly Engels
and made much of by Lenin, just as any other sclentifie hypothesis
{as for instance Darwin's natural selection, ete.), should he
freely applied to the reimterpretation of natural sciences.  Thig
iz to be done, if pot for any other valid reason, then simply in
order to counteract and carreet the bad effects of the previous
tlogical working hypotheses of scholastism, Christian theology
amnd s0 oo

The main danger comes from an entirely different consider-
atton. Natural scientists, in the fuiness of their joy o the new
discovery, to wit, the fitness of dialectical materialism as the key
to the progress of sclence, are likely 1o overlook the fundamental
difference belween physical and social sciences. In most cases
they transplant the working hypotheses of philoscphical material
ism and of Hegelian logie, together with the rest of Marsism,
to fields which are far Leyond the competence even of the most
brilliznt mathematiclans, physicists, chemists, and  Linlogists,
Thus. in cur case, J. B, S Haldane stumbles at once as sgon
as he ventures out into the feld of soeiology, a8 instanced by
this passage {p. 197):

1 would merely point out that his {Marx) most important
original contribution to economics s undouinedly the theory
of surplus value, the theory that the worker sells bis labour
power, for which he receives a wage; and that the sarpius
value wldch be does nod receive in his wage 18 the difference
Letween that wage and the value whick he has added w o the
commodities Ly Bis work.

Now, has not e entire treix] of modern technical develop-
ment, of new forms of “robot” maclinery, of unlimited pro-
ductive efficieney of farm and faciery, ete. made thiz Maeddan
concept of gurplus palie, 1onet cbaolete, then dispumble and
highly controversial?  The entive soclal eeonomic philesophy of
Karl Mary is, to say the least, Lehind the times. He imitated the

classical scheol in polineal cootomy  (Adam Smith, David
Kicarde, cote.) with  their rigid and Dloodiess concepts of
“eponomic man Ceconomic motives,” “self-interest”” and o
ot Fuat Byoaosmaliotrick, o wit: substitnting “class Tor “man,”
the Grand Ol Man of Sovial-Bemocracy believed to have fonud
the key e 2il the social groccsses, the solution of the age-old
trianguiar preblem : soelety - wotlicety - freedom. What he
achivvid, however, was qust this, e put one shaky alstraction
i the place of anciher, and the new concept was sull maore
probiematic and nclulons than the okl one, This, in the lowg
ran, was bound fo creste enormous wiselie! aml the jragic con-
fysion which arc the curse of our times.

Few i any {ail to realize nowadays that there ate more aspects
to the socialeconomic and seciospsyehological prollems than
Marx, Eogels and Lenin ever dyeamt of. However, a wider and
deeper sweep of Hmagmation, in addition to enormous factpal
knowledge, and a fuiler insigly into homan nastare, than the
one displayved by the new adepts in Marxian wisdom, Haldane
arnd Hobson, is 1 ecessary in order o build up an adequate social
philosophy on a scientifc basis.  Such a system of scientific
thotght 18 expecied 16 be in harmony both with the closive, in-
serutalle human natare, i its individaal and collective aspeet,
and with the kighest aspirations, premonigons, s accomylishe
ments ¢ the human Lrain and brawn.

D, Herman Frank.
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COLD SUPPER and DANCE
at the YVANGUARD HALL, 108 E 14th St
Saturday Evening, July 8th, 7:30 P.M,
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Thousands of libertarian refugees from Spain and other cown
tries are now starving, dying of disease in French concentration
camps, 11 we don't help them, subody else willl For them ot
ie a matter of life and death, whether they can get 2 fow dollars
or some other assistance from thelr more fortunately situated
coumraces.

Funds for refugees can be sent to us directly.  Acknowledg-
men: will be made and all monies will Be promptly used fov the
purpose specified. Fvery day coumts, so don’t delay. Send your
donation at once to Clarg Fredricks, 45 West 1th S
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